Plasma thrombomodulin levels in women with systemic lupus erythematosus.
Thrombomodulin (TM), an endothelial cell membrane glycoprotein, is released into blood as a soluble TM antigen after inflammation or injury to endothelium. Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is characterized by multisystem inflammation of vascular endothelium. The objective of this study is to determine the circulating TM levels in pregnant and nonpregnant SLE women and the correlation of plasma TM levels with variables used to assess SLE activity. We found that there were no significant differences in plasma TM levels among pregnant SLE, nonpregnant SLE, and normal pregnant patients. However, significantly higher plasma TM levels were found in some SLE women with active disease or preeclampsia.